
Sherburne County Sheriff Joel Brott announced his candidacy today in seeking a 
new term as Sheriff in this November’s election.  In January of 2009 he was 

appointed Sheriff by unanimous action of the Sherburne County Board.  At the 
time, he was recommended by then retiring Sheriff Bruce Anderson to fulfill the 

final two years of his term.  Brott is entering his seventeenth year in law 
enforcement and is a fourteen year veteran with Sherburne County.  He worked his 
way through the ranks being hired initially as a patrol deputy.  He then was 

promoted to Investigator, Sergeant, and Captain prior to being appointed as 
Sheriff.  Brott is a 2007 graduate of the National FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia.  

He and his wife, Julie, and their three children reside in southeast St. Cloud.  Brott 
is active in community organizations including Rotary, Lions, and sits on the YMCA 
Community Board.   

 
When asked why he wished to continue in the office of Sheriff, Brott stated that he 

is eager to move forward and build on the initiatives he created in his first year.  
“The Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office has a state-wide reputation for being a well 
managed organization,” Brott said.  “We have a great foundation with highly 

trained, motivated staff and very well run divisions.  I’m excited and optimistic 
about our future.”  Brott went on to note his three key priorities as Sheriff:  a 

strong cooperative effort with the county’s police and fire departments and other 
law enforcement agencies across the state, a proactive role within the schools, and 

fiscal responsibility.    
 
In 2009, the Sheriff’s Office teamed with police departments in Elk River, Big Lake, 

and Becker to form a county-wide crime investigation team.  Members of this unit 
train together and pool their resources to investigate major crimes and process 

crime scenes.   2010 will also see these police agencies, the sheriff’s office, as well 
as the fire departments in the county implementing a new shared computer and 
records management system.  This system will allow for greatly improved 

information sharing and efficiency between the departments.    
In addition to the school liaison services, Sheriff Joel Brott initiated a program in 

the Becker, Big Lake, and Clear Lake school districts, known as Kids’ Choice.  Kids’ 
Choice is an educational program that teaches children the dangers of drug and 
alcohol abuse, bullying, and internet crime.  To date, over 500 students have 

graduated from the program, with an additional 500 students graduating this 
spring.  Also, schools throughout the county were provided with 800 MHz radios to 

provide instant emergency communication with 911 operators and emergency 
providers.    
 

Sheriff Brott has received the support of the department’s Chief Deputy, the 
licensed supervisors’ group, which includes Captains and Sergeants, the Patrol 

Deputies and Investigators’ group, and the Corrections Command Staff.  He also 
has the support of all five County Commissioners, Retired Commissioner Arne 
Engstrom, and retired Sheriff Bruce Anderson, among many others.  For more 

information, visit www.sheriffbrott.com.   
 



 


